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I must mention that I found certain French circles in-
clined to regard the German army as a trustworthy partner
in an eventual agreement. This tendency was to have fateful
consequences a year later. I had been informed of remarks
alleged to have been made in the autumn of 1938, at the
time of the Czech crisis, by certain German military mdn, to
the effect that it was impossible to carry on any confidential
negotiations with the corrupt French political clique,
because, despite all assurances to the contrary, everything
would be known to the Gestapo in Berlin within 48 hours.
Anyone who trusted French politicians would be risking his
life. Confidence could only exist between military opposite
numbers.

I cannot say whether German intrigues had deliberately
pulled out the stop of the "mutual chivalrous respect of the
ex-combatants of Verdun," in this attempt to reach an
understanding at the eleventh hour, or whether certain
Frenchmen who realized their country's unpreparedness
clung of their own accord to the idea that an appeal to the
chivalry of military men might stave off universal disaster.
So Jar as the German efforts are concerned, I can only say
that I did not go to the preliminary rendezvous in Switzer-
land. It is scarcely conceivable that a political emigr6
should be able to play any part in missions of such political
importance. But I malde efforts to ascertain the conditions
which, in the German view, would enable peace to be
assured.

The military peace party informed me in reply that they
were not interested in the restoration of the monarchy, They
were going to overthrow National Socialism, and the oppor-
tunity was offered by the threatened plunging of Germany
into another war, which would develop with mathematical
certainty into a world war and would be bound to end in a
second German defeat. In Germany there were only small
cliques in the party, in the army, and in certain other
quarters, that really wanted war. A new Government* acting
as the trustee of the nation, would advise the army on
political matters. This Government would bd formed from
representatives of the main political and industrial elements*
and would establish a constitutional state of affairs as soon as